A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
commonplaces of the new enthusiastic movement everywhere,
and are at the base of the American Declaration of Independence!
It should be remembered that even Rousseau, a man of more
eloquence than judgment, saw what should be manifest to everv
one—the difficulty or impossibility of democratic government
in large masses of men; he says himself at the opening of his
famous pamphlet that democracy (an idea quite distinct from
equality, for nowhere is equality stronger than under a despotism)
is not to be expected of human nature. But in the demand for
justice and human dignity those impediments were forgotten;
the idea that democracy should be practised by great bodies of
men, destroying the power of the rich as well as the traditional
powers of the aristocracy or the king, spread like fire, at least
among all those who read and discussed. The establishment of
the United States, with small free communities actually demo-
cratic in the North, and slave-owning free aristocracies in the
South, who met to arrange freely their common government,
was a powerful influence in spreading the enthusiasm.
The French Political Movement begins. The enthu-
siasm for equality and for the quite separate idea of democracy
spread among the leaders of French thought, and from them to
the mass of the educated classes and even to the bulk of the town
populations; and it was of the more effect because France not
only spoke to all Europe by her language (the common medium
of the upper classes throughout Western Continental civilization,
and, for that matter, of Russia also), but she was also the largest
organized state. She had much more than double the population
of Britain, perhaps double the population of Spain; and of the
various German states the largest single unit had not half the
French numbers* It is doubtful even if all those who spoke
German at the time were as numerous combined as the French
people; they were certainly not much more numerous.
But, though the powder was there ready for the explosion,
what put a match to it was not philosophy, nor the power of the
Word, but finance. We have seen why the French national
finances were always inferior in elasticity as well as in pro-
portionate amount of revenue to those of England: a large and
even increasing owning peasantry was the handicap, as was also
the disinclination peasants have for control by a banking system.
To this was added the decay of the French monarchy, whose
administrative institutions, including those for assessing and
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